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(57) Abstract: In a first aspect the invention comprises an apparatus for heat-treating products, comprising: a retort into which the 
products to be treated are receivable; heating means for heating the retort; coolant spray means for spraying a liquid coolant onto 
products received in the retort; and shielding means to substantially prevent coolant sprayed from the coolant spray means from 
impinging on the interior of the retort. In a further aspect the invention comprises a method of protecting a retort comprising a retort 
wall defining a volume into which products to be treated are receivable, heating means for heating the retort, and coolant spray 
means for spraying a liquid coolant onto products received in the retort against thermal shock, the method comprising mounting 
shielding apparatus within the retort to substantially prevent liquid coolant sprayed from the coolant spray means within the retort 
from impinging on the interior of the retort wall. 
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